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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THB HUMAN BODY: A Manual of Embryology. By 
J. Playfair McMurrich, A.M., Ph.D., Professor of Anatomy in the 
University of Michigan. Second edition. Pp. 560 ; 272 illustrations. 
London : Rebman Limited, 1906. Price 14s. net. 

It is but three years since the first edition of this text-book on human 
embryology appeared. The s a n d  edition just published embodies many 
modifications, which have been introduced as a result of recent contributions 
to our knowledge of the organogeny of the mammalia. In a text-book 
which so well describes the facts of human development this modernization 
is of the utmost value to the student of embryology. Frequent revision is 
more especially necessary in this subject because of the many blanks and 
breaks in continuity which still exist in our knowledge of it. The author 
is to be congratulated on having produced this second edition with the 
addition of but eleven pages of text and two illustrations. 

The book as brought up to date comprises a little more than 500 pages 
in which are 272 illustrations. After a careful perusal one instinctively 
feels that  the author has performed his task with remarkable fairness to 
all. The opinions of contending embryologists are described with complete 
impartiality. me book paints the picture of human development as f a r  
as we know ib with clearness and continuity. 

The opening chapters describe in considerable detail the development 
of spermatwoa, ova and the great primitive germ layers. In  starting 
with this great primary developmental groundwork, the book compares 
very favourably with other well-known text-books on the subject which 
carry us at once into the evolvement of one or other of the great systems, 
such, for example, as the special senses. I t  is impossible of course to tell 
the romantic story of animal growth with anything like chronological 
sequence, but a description of the initial stages is essential in order to 
understand how the great systems arise. 

This text-book in its opening chapters presents very clearly to the 
student that  essential basement upon which his imagination can place 
the succeeding structure of systemic development. 

Certain chapters are written with great clearness and success. Especially 
is this the case in those describing the yolk sac, the belly stalk, the 
urogenital, osseous and muscular systems, as well as certain parts of 
the alimentary and circulatory systems. The development of the faetal 
membranes, though described with lucidity, lacks the detail which a more 
advanced student would desire. The well-known views, for example, of 
Berry Hart  on the formation of the amnion as well as his interpretation 
of the development of the vagina are not mentioned. It is, however, 
necessary to  remember that the book has been written primarily for the 
student, and thus many points of detail interesting and important to 
the special scholar must be excluded. 
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Many of the schematic tables dealing with such matters as branchial 
arch development, cranial development, homologic structures in  male and 
female genital development, and others are calculated to help the student 
in mastering and remembering the gradual evolvement of the many 
structures involved. 

The author’s style, though 
generally clear and intelligible is not at all times free from obscurity. 
This, however, is largely due to our imperfect information, and to the 
necessity of compressing the matter within a limited space. The illustra- 
tions a re  the least successful pa r t  of the book. A large number of them 
are excellent, but many lack precision and meaning. There is appended 
to each chapter a short bibliography dealing with the subject under 
discussion. 

It is quite certain that this book must remain for many years one of 
the best English text-books for students of human embryology. 

The text-book is printed in large clear type. 

THE TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS, pp. xvi. and 276. THE PROPHYLAXIS OF 
SYPHILIS, pp. xii. and 220. By Alfred 
Fournier, Professor a t  the Faculty of Medicine; Physician to  the 
St. Louis Hospital, Paris. English translation of the second edition 
(revised and enlarged) by C. F. Marshall, M.D., F.R.C.S., late 
Assistant Surgeon to the Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, 
Blackfriars, London ; formerly Medical Officer to  the London Lock 
Hospital. Price 21s. net. 

Large 8vo. in one volume. 

London and New York : Rebman Limited. 

Professor Fournier has made syphilis almost a lifelong study. This 
fact and the unique position which he holds as an authority on this 
disease suffice to make any writing of his on this subject sure to be looked 
forward to as something likely to be both interesting and valuable, and 
in  this expectation the reader of the volume before us has no reason to 
be disappointed. 

Amongst the many questions to which the author draws attention we 
are glad to see the inadequate, if not shameful, position of the teaching 
on the treatment of syphilis in our medical schools a t  the present time. 
He regrets that  no attempt has yet been made to make the treatment of 
such a serious disease an important part  of the student’s curriculum. The 
student is taught how to deal with various syphilitic lesions, but too little 
importance is attached to the necessity of treating the disease itself with 
thoroughness and perseverance. We regret that  me in England can 
corroborate the truth of this accusation. 

Professor Fournier does not believe tha t  there is such a thing as 
benign, or a mild attack of, syphilis, and he emphasizes the fact that the 
disease, no matter how mild apparently, should be treated with the same 
seriousness and for as long a time as if it were an obviously severe attack. 
In  other words, all cases must be treated with the same rigour. 

The fallacy of abortive treatment and the uselessness of excision of the 
chancre are disposed of in a convincing manner. 

The general treatment of the disease is dealt with exhaustively, with 
special reference t o  the details of the many various methods of administering 
mercury, and we would draw special attention to the valuable information 
contained in the chapters on inunction, and the various methods of carry- 
ing out treatment by injections into the tissues. 
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It is satisfactory to note the author's conviction that as to the 
administration of mercury, preference should be given to ingestion, the 
results of which have generally been found so satisfactory in this country. 
He gives very valuable information on the use of iodides, and as to how 
and when one should resort to these remedies. 

Another important part  of treatment is hygiene, not only with regard 
to the patient's care of himself, but also for the protection of others. 

The factor of syphilis in pregnancy is a subject of much significance 
to the obstetrician, and Fournier attaches great importance to this 
question. Repeated abortion, or death of the foetus he believes to  be 
generally due to this disease, hence the necessity of enquiring into the 
possibility of past infection in the husband or wife, and treating either 
or both when there is reason to believe that such has occurred. He gives 
many instances of the satisfactory results following such treatment. 

In the second part  of the work, viz., " The Prophylaxis of Syphilis," he 
goes over a good deal of ground on the debatable subject of the attitude 
which the State ought to take with regard to that unfortunate class by 
whom the disease is mainly propagated. A perusal of his views on 
the subject ought to  be convincing to those in this country who have 
taken up a let-things-alone attitude towards this question, and who still 
shut their eyes to the necessity for some amendment of the Contagious 
Diseases Act. As a step towards prophylaxis a great deal can be done by 
educating the public on the danger and after edects of the disease, and 
it is our duty to do so, and not to shirk our responsibilities in avoiding 
what is an unpleasant question. 

The effect of syphilis on infant mortality is undoubtedly a matter of 
extreme gravity, and the author produces some startling figures on this 
subject which almost lead one to believe that he views this question with 
undue pessimism. He shows what a serious factor it is in the causation 
of depopulation, especially in France. 

I"he relation of the wet-nurse to syphilitic sucklings, and under what 
conditions we should allow or refuse a wet-nurse to the child who has a 
syphilitic father, the danger, in using human instead of animal vaccine, 
of producing vaccinal syphilis, and the preventive treatment of paternal 
syphilitic heredity during pregnancy, are all of them important questions 
and are all discussed in this volume. 

It is full of 
interest and valuable instruction, and forms an excellent work of reference 
on questions pertaining to the general treatment of syphilis. 

Much praise is due to the translator, who seems to have grasped the 
true spirit of the author, with the result that  the reading of the book is 
both easy and pleasant. It is one of the best translated works that we 
have come across. 

The work consists of two parts bound in one volume. 

C. R. 

"HE PUERPERIUY. By C. Nepean Longridge, M.D., F.R.C.S. London: 
Adlard and Son. Price 5s. 

A trustworthy guide to the management of the puerperium, which a t  
the same time shall be concise and practical, has been much wanted. The 
larger text-books devoted to obstetrics deal with this important phase of 
the obstetrician's duties in a more or  less academic stylescientific but 
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somewhat unpractical. In the smaller works the authors, from lack of 
space, a re  compelled to utilize the bulk of their pages to describe and 
explain those essential facts on which the whole structure of midwifery is 
built. Thus i t  comes about that many students and young practitioners 
lack that intimate knowlcdge of tlie emergencies and  every-day complica- 
tions of the puerperium which is 80 requisite for successful practice. 

Both these classes of readers owe a debt of gratitude t o  Dr. Longridge 
for setting forth in an eminently readable form the practice and teaching 
of the premier lying-in hospital in London. The book is indeed entirely 
founded on the work done ut Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, and  represents a 
wealth of practical hints for those whose experience of the lying-in woman 
and new-born child is just beginning. 

Tho subjects of post partum collapse and hemorrhage a re  admirably 
dealt with. The section devoted to puerperal sepsis, its prevention and 
treatment, is practical and full of sound common sense, whilst the minor 
sequelce of labour a re  discussed in no less thorough a manner. 

The chapters devoted to the management of the infant are admirable 
and  their teaching not to be gainsaid. The full directions given in  
regard to infant feeding cannot but prove useful to those confronted i n  
practice with the troublesome gastro-intestinal disorders of infancy. 

The author’s style is very distinctive, and makes subjects ordinarily 
dry  not only interesting but often amusing, so that the book cnn really 
be read with pleasure. 

Indeed the only fault we can find is a certain exuberance of metaphor 
which occasionally shows itself in  the analogies with which the author 
enforces his points. I n  the second edition, which we have no doubt will 
shortly be wanted, these might be subjected to a little judicious pruning. 

v. B. 




